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Estimates of the number of people 
using drugs at the global level in 2018

3.9% of 
population 
aged 15-64 1.2% 

0.6% 0.4% 

0.6% 

Estimated total number of 
(past-year) drug users:

269 million 
(range: 166-373 million)

5.4% 
of population aged 15-64 

(range: 3.3%-7.5%)

Estimated number of people 
suffering from 

drug use disorders:
36 million 

(range: 19-52 million)

0.7% 
of population aged 15-64 

(range: 0.4%-1%)

0.4% 
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Estimates of annual prevalence of drug use among the 
population aged 15-64 at the global level and in the 

Americas in 2018
14.6

Source: UNODC, responses to 
annual report questionnaire data. 
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Main stimulant drug used, 2018 or latest year
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Cocaine Amphetamines

Use of stimulants in Chile, 1994-2016

Source: SENDA, Ministerio del Interior y Seguridad Pública, 
Decimo Segundo Estudie Nacional de Drogas en Población 
General de Chile, 2016

Changes in stimulant markets



2018

Treatment demand – by primary drug-type

2011 Treatment demand –
by primary drug-type

Source: UNODC, Annual Report questionnaire and other 
Government reports.



Trends in the primary drug of concern in drug 
treatment, by region and selected subregions,

2003- 2018

Drug treatment



Drug use accounts for 42 million disability 
adjusted life-years (DALYs) lost or 585,000 deaths

Source: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, “Global Burden of Disease Study 2017 (GBD 2017) Data Resources: GBD Results Tools”, 2018.

Deaths related to 
tobacco:  8.1 million
alcohol:   2.8 million 

i.e. drugs account for 5% 
of all deaths linked to use 
of psychoactive 
substances

Healthy life years lost 
(DALYs) related to 
tobacco:  213 million years
alcohol:   108 million years 

i.e. drugs account for 
12% of all DALYs lost 
linked to use of 
psychoactive substances
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Quantities of drugs seized (based on kilogram equivalents) and 
population growth, 1998–2018

Source: UNODC, responses to 
annual report questionnaire
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Global ATS seizures, 1998 ̶ 2018



Annual prevalence of amphetamines use, 2018*

Annual seizures of amphetamines, 2018*

Source: UNODC, responses to annual report questionnaire

Source: UNODC, responses to annual report questionnaire

* 2018 or latest year available

Most frequently mentioned  “country of origin” for 
amphetamine by countries in the Americas (2014-2018)        
in the Americas: Guatemala
from overseas:         Netherlands 

Most frequently mentioned  “countries of origin, 
departure and transit” for methamphetamine in the 
Americas (2014-2018): Mexico, followed by USA

Amphetamine labs dismantled in the Americas 
(2014-2018): USA, followed by Guatemala

Methamphetamine labs dismantled in the Americas 
(2014-2018): USA, followed by Mexico and Canada 

Largest 
methamphetamine 

seizures in the Americas 
in 2018 

USA: 82,400 kg
Mexico: 33,865 kg
Canada: 504 kg
Chile 14 kg
Argentina               2.6 kg
Brazil 1.6 kg

Largest amphetamine seizures in the Americas in 2018 
USA:  388 kg; Canada 36 kg, Uruguay: 28 kg; 
Venezuela: 16 kg; Ecuador: 8 kg;  Mexico: 3 kg
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Distribution of ATS seizures by region
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Distribution of ATS seizures by substance and region



Licit(?) consumption of prescription stimulants 
under international control in the Americas, 2016-2018

Country Global rank Consumption in defined daily doses for statistical purposes per 1000 inhabitants per day
USA 2 39.79
Canada 7 12.82
Chile 8 12.75
Argentina 14 9.39
Mexico 18 8.73
Bermuda 22 5.43
Costa Rica 25 3.98
Paraguay 27 3.07
GLOBAL 3rd QUARTILE 2.84
Panama 41 1.26
Dominica 48 0.89
Brazil 50 0.78
Uruguay 51 0.75
Dominican Rep. 57 0.56
GLOBAL MEDIAN 0.55
Honduras 58 0.53
Bahamas 60 0.47
Bolivia 61 0.46
Barbados 62 0.45
Belize 63 0.44
Nicaragua 70 0.23
El Salvador 71 0.22
Trinidad and Tobago 75 0.18
Ecuador 0.15
Guatemala 80 0.14
Colombia 83 0.12
Peru 86 0.09
GLOBAL 1st QUARTILE 0.09
Jamaica 91 0.05
Haiti 110 0.01
Suriname 114 <0.01

Source: International Narcotics Control Board (Junta Internacional de Fiscalizacíon de Estupefacientes),  Psychotropic Substances 2019. 



Significant individual seizures of 
amphetamines

Significant seizures of amphetamine, 
Jan. 2014-July 2020

Significant seizures of methamphetamine, 
Jan. 2014-July 2020

Source: UNODC, Drugs Monitoring Platform (DMP).
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Methamphetamine seized
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Methamphetamine, labs and precursors seized



Precursors, pre-precursors and designer precursors used in 
the clandestine manufacture of amphetamine and 

methamphetamine

Source: UNODC, Global Smart Update, Volume 22 (October 2019).  



Precursors used in the 
clandestine 

manufacture of 
amphetamine and 
methamphetamine



Annual prevalence of ecstasy use, 2018*

Annual seizures of ecstasy, 2018*
Source: UNODC, responses to annual report questionnaire

Source: UNODC, responses to annual report questionnaire * 2018 or latest year available

Most frequently mentioned  
“country of origin” for ecstasy in the 
Americas (2014-2018):

Netherlands 

Most ecstasy laboratories dismantled 
in the Americas (2014-2018):

USA
Canada
Brazil 

Largest ecstasy seizures in 
the Americas in 2018 

USA: 1,927 kg
Brazil: 80 kg
Chile: 71 kg
Canada: 52 kg
Argentina:           25 kg
Uruguay: 23 kg
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Significant individual seizures of “ecstasy”
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Major source countries of “ecstasy”



Fortalecimiento de la investigación penal y la justicia penal 
cooperación a lo largo de las rutas de tráfico de drogas

“Ecstasy” seizures
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“Ecstasy” precursors
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NPS: three times the 
number of controlled 

substances 



However:

Potentially harmful new psychoactive substances 
containing opioids are on the increase 

Use of NPS may become cemented among 
vulnerable population groups (homeless, prisoners 
etc.)

Regulating new psychoactive substances appears to 
have a containment effect 

NPS market: constant state of flux  
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New Psychoactive Substances 

mostly 
synthetic cathinones
and phenethylamines

“spice” products

mostly fentanyl 
analogues 
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New Psychoactive Substances 



Opioids - complexity

NPS 
opioids



Trends in fentanyls seizures 

Quantities of  fentanyls

seized,  2014-2018

North America: 98.9%
Europe:                0.6% 

Significant seizures of 
fentanyls, Jan. 2014-July 2020

Source: UNODC, Drugs Monitoring Platform.



Gains in the reduction of 
overdose deaths attributed 
to pharmaceutical opioids 
partly offset by the   
continuing increase in 
deaths attributed to  
synthetic opioids

Developments in the United States: 
opioid overdose deaths 

New Psychoactive Substances - Opioids 



Retail   
$1-1.5 

ml

Production 
$1,400-
3,500

The threat of synthetic opioids: 
high profits and high harm 

Retail   
$400,000

Production 
$5,000-7,000

Fentanyl profits Heroin profits 
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Following 
the introduction 
on NPS 
legislation, in 
Austria (2008 and 
2012) use of NPS 
remained low in 
Austria. 

NPS use appears 
to have increased in 
Germany for several 
years; once NPS 
legislation was 
introduced in 2016, 
NPS use stopped 
growing. 

Effects of NPS control



For more information:
http://www.unodc.org/

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR ATTENTION

https://wdr.unodc.org/wdr2020/index.html

https://wdr.unodc.org/wdr2020/index.html


Double crisis: extremely 
uneven access to 
pharmaceutical opioids
for medical purposes: 
12% of the global 
population has access to 
90% of pharmaceutical 
opioids


